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HAVE A QUESTION: START WITH OCITA   #OCITA FIRST 
 NEWSLETTER 

 

Firstly, thank you for your continued 

support as new and existing members of 
OCITA.  Throughout the state, this year is 
shaping up to be another fast-moving 
year in technology.  Speaking of the state 
of Ohio, take a moment to appreciate the 
beauty of the Cleveland skyline in the 
photograph above.  If you have not 
visited Cleveland in a while, take a trip; 
you will not be disappointed.  

 
Calibrate 

Have you ever found yourself looking at the 
calendar around the first of April and 
asking the question – what happened to 
the first quarter?  This happens to be one of 
those moments (at least it is for me).  I’m 
not sure how the quarter managed to move 
just as fast as technology tends to outpace 
the market.  In times like this, I tend to 
leverage my peers and strategize on ways 
to recalibrate and shift focus on the 
remaining 9 months of the year.  My point 
to this message is to understand that 
“you”, “I”, and the collective “we” are not 
alone. Although I may need to calibrate on 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the remaining nine months, I can leverage 
the relationships through organizations 
such as OCITA to help get caught up. 

 
Collaborate 

If you only take advantage of one thing 
from your membership within this 
valuable organization, make it 
collaboration.  Truly commit to working 
with a diverse member (or members) of 
OCITA to learn something new, leverage 
a statewide contract, or share an 
innovative thought.  I cannot emphasize 
enough the power of networking and 
relationships.  Remember – OCITA First!  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Message from the President 
Three + Nine = Where Are You? 
by Jason Sankey, President of OCITA 

 

KnowBe4, provider of the world's 
largest integrated security awareness 
training and simulated phishing 
platform, is used by more than 23,000 
organizations around the globe. 
Founded by IT and data security 
specialist Stu Sjouwerman, KnowBe4 
helps organizations address the human 
element of security by raising 
awareness about ransomware, CEO 
fraud and other social engineering 
tactics through a new-school approach 
to awareness training on security. Kevin 
Mitnick, an internationally recognized 
cybersecurity specialist and KnowBe4's 
Chief Hacking Officer, helped design 
the KnowBe4 training based on his 
well-documented social engineering 
tactics. Thousands of organizations rely 
on KnowBe4 to mobilize their end users 
as the last line of defense. 
 

Continued on page 2 
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I recently had the pleasure of meeting 
with our new state CIO, Mr. Ervan 
Rodgers II. 

Understanding the demand on Ervan’s 
time,  I asked him three key questions— 
and as expected he impressed me with his 
insight. 

Ervan, you have a fairly diverse career in 
both private and public sectors.  What has 
been the biggest revelation with your 
transitioning to State CIO?  

Going from the Attorney General CIO role 
to the State CIO role presents scale of 
opportunities to positively impact the 
citizens of Ohio far greater than I had 
originally envisioned. Under the direction 
of the DeWine Husted Administration, 
the Information Technology teams are 
poised to do incredible things for the 
State of Ohio. I am excited about working 
with Lieutenant Governor Husted on the 
recently established InnovateOhio office, 
as the opportunities are endless with 
Information Technology being the engine 
behind many of the solutions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Phase III will 
be the 
integration 
of more 
social media 
components 
to the site. 
Face and 
vendors to 
easily 

communicate with the organization to 
share ideas or ask questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

reduce some of the expenses that one 
may see when operating a vehicle.  Smart 
Columbus’  vision  is to be the  model  for  
 connected cities in the future.   
 
OCITA is proud to partner with Smart 
Columbus during our 2019 Annual Spring 
Event on May 31 from 9:30 a.m. until 2 
p.m. in Columbus, Ohio.  
 
We hope you consider joining this event; 
we guarantee you will leave excited 
about the many things Smart Columbus 
has to offer. Join us as we discuss the 
Power of Data, enjoy a ride in one of their 
autonomous shuttles, and have some   
lively   discussion   during our “Real Talk” 
segment. Admission is free to all OCITA 
members!   
 
 

What is your vision for technology within the State of Ohio as a whole? 

My vision for technology within the State of Ohio would be taking the state’s 
information technology assets to the next level. Recently I led a grass roots multi-
agency Information Technology “Think Tank” with agency CIOs with a goal to identify 
ideas to fuel the engines behind innovation. Continuing this type of collaboration will 
be critical in making it happen.  

Last question.  Knowing the demographics within Ohio, 88 counties and thousands of 
cities with similar goals around technology, what is your vision for collaboration and 
alignment/permeation to local levels? 

As Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “There is power in numbers and there is power 
in unity.” My vision for collaboration between the state and counties will be 
continuing to support organizations such as the Ohio City/County Information 
Technology Association (OCITA).  

 

 

 
The average cost of a gallon of gas was 
$2.79.  For an average sedan, which may 
hold about 15 gallons, drivers paid around 
$2,176.2 per year to keep cars on the road 
(Johnson, David. Gas Prices Are Going Up. 
Here's How Much More You'll Pay This 
Year Based On Your Exact Car. Time, 12 
June 2018, http://time.com/5306658/gas-
prices-calculator/.). Smart Columbus is 
positioned to assist drivers with 
affordable   transportation   options   and  

 
 
 
 
 

 

KnowBe4 (continued) 
 
Number 96 on the list Inc. 500 of 2018, 
number 34 on 2018’s Deloitte’s 
Technology Fast 500, and 2nd place in 
Cybersecurity Ventures Cybersecurity 
500, KnowBe4 is headquartered in 
Tampa Bay, Florida, with offices in 
England, the Netherlands, Germany, 
South Africa and Singapore.  KnowBe4 
helps organizations enable their 
employees to make smart security 
decisions every day. 

----------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Meet our new state CIO 
  by Jason Sankey, President of OCITA 

 

http://time.com/5306658/gas-prices-calculator/
http://time.com/5306658/gas-prices-calculator/
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SAVE THE DATES! 
Please join our annual gatherings of local government and state IT officials to share ideas, opportunities, successes, and 
lessons learned. There will be plenty of food and lively conversation. All are welcome!  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OCITA SPRING EVENT 

in collaboration with 
SMART COLUMBUS 

May 31, 2019 

9:30AM until 2:00PM 

170 S. Civic Center Dr. 

Columbus, OH 43215  

 

OCITA FALL EVENT 
in collaboration with 

INFORMATION SECURITY SUMMITT 

October 21, 2019 

1 I-X Center Drive 

Cleveland, OH 44135 


